WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA
Board of County Commissioners

P.0. Box 1355

DeFuniak Springs, FL 32435
Phone: (850) 892-8155
Fax: (850) 892-8454
www.co.walton.fl.us

WN “Bill” Chapman, District 1, Chair
Danny Glidewell, District 2

Melanie Nipper, District 3

Trey Nick, District 4, Vice-Chair
Tony Anderson, District 5

May 11, 2020

Governor Ron DeSantis

State of Florida

The Capitol

400 S. Monroe St.

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001
GovernorRon.DeSantis@eog.myflorida.com

Dear Governor DeSantis:

On behalf of the Walton County Board of County Commissioners, and upon a unanimous vote
of the Board of County Commissioners in regular session, May 12, 2020, | write to urge you to
lift the restrictions that ban short term vacation rentals from doing business. Walton County's
economic health, and the livelihoods of a large percentage of our total population (less than
80,000 people, where tourism directly supports more than 20,000 jobs) depend on short term
vacation rentals and the associated financial impacts to survive.

In our tourism center of South Walton (including neighborhoods such as Seaside, Rosemary
Beach, Alys Beach, Sandestin, Miramar Beach, Grayton Beach and many others), short term
vacation rentals account for 87percent of our total lodging inventory. Even though current
conditions allow hotels and resorts, accounting for a very small percentage of visitor
accommodations, to accept visitors, our main economic engine has essentially been idled for
two months, of which are among the highest revenue producing months of our economy

We have conducted two consecutive economic surveys of our partners (full report attached),
and currently 35 percent of all our tourism-related businesses have laid off 80 percent of their
employees, with a majority of these employees residing outside the tourist district, but able to
take advantage of it for their livelihood. It is projected that if conditions continue unchanged for
another two months, 42 percent of all tourism businesses in Walton County will be forced to
shut their doors permanently.

Annually, visitors to Walton County pay more than 67percent of all County taxes generated,
account for more than 77 percent of all retail spending in the County and generate a total
economic impact of 5.2 billion dollars. As our research shows, by mid-April revenue for Walton
County tourism businesses was already down 90 percent. Over 70 percent of our tourism
businesses have applied for financial stimulus, but only about 30 percent have received any.
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In short, a continued ban on short term vacation rentals in Walton County is tantamount to
knocking down the key pillar of our economy, which will cause the rest of our infrastructure to
collapse as well. Further it will destroy the livelihood of thousands of County residents leaving
them with no options to replace their employment and income. The only solution is to allow our
people to return to business and work immediately, yet safely. (The County has 66 active
COVID cases, the last 30+ cases have been in a long-term care facility, with the last general
population positive case being identified on April 24, 2020.) Walton County relies on short-term
vacation rentals to facilitate and support our tourist industry, which is by far the County's
economic engine that provides most of the revenue for all private and public functions within the
County. Given that we have very little infrastructure of traditional hotels, motels and resorts we
pray that you will see the importance and immediacy of this request and respectfully ask that
you consider our dire condition when deciding the appropriate time to take the next step in
opening the State's economy, giving ours and other Counties a chance to survive this pandemic
and to once again, though it will take time, thrive economically.

Walton County Board of Cohtmissioners

Attachments
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